
  Unit: 1 

Grade Level: 8 

Unit Name: 1-Suspense!    Theme, Historical/ Cultural Contexts 

Pacing  36-40 days 

Priority Standards:  

 

8RL.1.D:Using appropriate text, determine the 

theme(s) of a text and analyze its development 

over the course of a text; provide an objective 

summary of the text.  

DOK 3 

 

8RI-3-C  Explain how the central ideas of text 

reflect historical and/or cultural contexts.  

DOK 3 

 

Learning Targets: 

 

>I can determine the theme of a text. 

>I can provide an objective summary of a text. 

>I can explain how the central idea of a text 

reflects historical or cultural contexts. 

Supporting Standards:  

 

8RL.3.C: Explain how themes reflect historical 

and/or cultural contexts. 

RL.2.C: Analyze how specific word choices 

and sentence structures contribute to meaning 

and tone. 

 

8RL.3.D- Read and comprehend literature, 

including stories, dramas, and poems, 

independently and proficiently. 

 

8RI-2-C-Analyze how word choice and 

sentence structure contribute to meaning and 

tone. 

 

8W3Aa Review, revise, and edit writing with 

consideration for the task, purpose, and 

audience. a. Organization and content: 

Introduce the topic, maintain a clear focus 

throughout the text, and provide a conclusion 

that follows from the text. Add or delete 

content and change organization to achieve the 

writer's purpose. 

 

8W3Ab.Word choice, syntax, and style: 

Choose precise language and make syntactical 

choices appropriate for the style, task, and 

audience. 

 

8SL-1-A-Follow rules for collegial discussions 

and decisionmaking, track progress toward 

specific goals and deadlines, and define 



individual roles as needed.   

 

8SL-1-B-Delineate a speaker’s argument and 

claims, evaluating reasoning and sufficiency of 

evidence in order to pose questions that 

connect the ideas of several speakers and 

respond to others' questions and comments 

with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas.   

 

8SL-1-C-Acknowledge new information 

expressed by others including those presented 

in diverse media and, when warranted, qualify 

or justify their own views in light of evidence 

presented.  

 

8SL-2-A-Speak audibly and to the point, using 

cconventions of language as appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience when presenting 

including appropriate volume, clear 

articulation, and accurate pronunciation at an 

understandable pace. 

 

8SL-2-B-Make consistent eye contact with a 

range of listeners when speaking, using 

effective gestures to communicate a clear 

viewpoint and engage listeners.  

 

8SL-2-C-Plan and deliver appropriate 

presentations based on the task, audience, and 

purpose integrating multimedia into 

presentations to clarify information, strengthen 

claims and evidence, and add interest. 

Big Ideas: 

 

1. Words are power. 

2. Reading is more than just words on a 

page. 

Essential Unit Questions: 

 

1.  What attracts us to stories of suspense? 

Vocabulary: 

 

Suspense 

Textual evidence 

Figurative 



 

 

2. What compels us to want to experience 

in stories what we try to avoid in real 

life? 

 

Connotative 

Summarize 

Central/Main Idea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


